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With 3.3 million children now enrolled in
CHIP, we’re getting closer than ever to the
goal I set 4 years ago of providing 5 million
uninsured children with health coverage.
With the new rules I’ve announced today,
we’ve now done all we can at the Federal
level to help meet that goal. It’s now up to
the States to do their part and to the parents,
too.

So if you have a child without health insur-
ance, call this toll-free number: 1–877–
KIDS–NOW. That’s 1–877–KIDS–NOW,
for more information. If we all work together,
we can make certain that our children get
the health care they need to make the most
of their lives in this wondrous new century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:44 a.m.
on January 5 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 6.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 5 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Proposed Legislation
To Implement the Jordan-United
States Free Trade Agreement
January 6, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit a legislative pro-

posal to implement the Agreement between
the United States of America and the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan on the Estab-
lishment of a Free Trade Area. Also trans-
mitted is a section-by-section analysis.

The U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) provides critical support for a pivotal
regional partner for U.S. efforts in the
Middle East peace process. Jordan has taken
extraordinary steps on behalf of peace and
has served as a moderating and progressive
force in the region. This Agreement not only
sends a strong and concrete message to Jor-
danians and Jordan’s neighbors about the
economic benefits of peace, but significantly
contributes to stability throughout the re-
gion. This Agreement is the capstone of our
economic partnership with Jordan, which has
also included U.S.-Jordanian cooperation on
Jordan’s accession to the World Trade Orga-

nization (WTO), our joint Trade and Invest-
ment Framework Agreement, and our Bilat-
eral Investment Treaty. This Agreement is
a vote of confidence in Jordan’s economic
reform program, which should serve as a
source of growth and opportunity for Jor-
danians in the coming years.

The U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agreement
achieves the highest possible commitments
from Jordan on behalf of U.S. business on
key trade issues, providing significant and ex-
tensive liberalization across a wide spectrum
of trade issues. For example, it will eliminate
all tariffs on industrial goods and agricultural
products within 10 years. The FTA covers
all agriculture without exception. The Agree-
ment will also eliminate commercial barriers
to bilateral trade in services originating in the
United States and Jordan. Specific liberaliza-
tion has been achieved in many key services
sectors, including energy distribution, con-
vention, printing and publishing, courier,
audiovisual, education, environmental, finan-
cial, health, tourism, and transport services.

In the area of intellectual property rights,
the U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agreement
builds on the strong commitments Jordan
made in acceding to the WTO. The provi-
sions of the FTA incorporate the most up-
to-date international standards for copyright
protection, as well as protection for confiden-
tial test data for pharmaceuticals and agricul-
tural chemicals and stepped-up commit-
ments on enforcement. Among other things,
Jordan has undertaken to ratify and imple-
ment the World Intellectual Property Orga-
nization’s (WIPO) Copyright Treaty and
WIPO Performances and Phonograms Trea-
ty within 2 years.

The FTA also includes, for the first time
ever in the text of a trade agreement, a set
of substantive provisions on electronic com-
merce. Both countries agreed to seek to
avoid imposing customs duties on electronic
transmissions, imposing unnecessary barriers
to market access for digitized products, and
impeding the ability to deliver services
through electronic means. These provisions
also tie in with commitments in the services
area that, taken together, aim at encouraging
investment in new technologies and stimu-
lating the innovative uses of networks to de-
liver products and services.
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The FTA joins free trade and open mar-
kets with civic responsibilities. In this Agree-
ment, the United States and Jordan affirm
the importance of not relaxing labor or envi-
ronmental laws in order to increase trade.
It is important to note that the FTA does
not require either country to adopt any new
laws in these areas, but rather includes com-
mitments that each country enforce its own
labor and environmental laws.

The U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agreement
will help advance the long-term U.S. objec-
tive of fostering greater Middle East regional
economic integration in support of the estab-
lishment of a just, comprehensive, and lasting
peace, while providing greater market access
for U.S. goods, services, and investment. I
urge the prompt and favorable consideration
of this legislation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 6, 2001.

Remarks at the Foundry United
Methodist Church
January 7, 2001

Reverend Wogaman, staff, choir, con-
gregation of this wonderful church. I would
like to thank many people in this audience,
but if I might, a few by name.

My good friend Bishop May, and Mrs.
May, thank you for being here. My council-
man, Mr. Evans, and Mrs. Evans, thank you
so much for your friendship and for being
here. [Laughter] Senator Max Cleland, my
friend of many years, before either one of
us were in our present positions—surprising
all but our mothers by our success. [Laugh-
ter] I am so proud of you, sir, and I thank
you for all you have done.

I think of this church when reading the
words of Paul that Hillary cited earlier,
speaking of his gratitude to the Thessa-
lonians, or constantly remembering their
work of faith, their labor of love, their stead-
fastness of hope. I thank Foundry for all that
and for being a church home to my family
these last 8 years.

I thank especially those of you who were
so kind to Chelsea over the years, who pro-
vided her opportunities to participate in the

life of the church, especially in the Appa-
lachia service project, from which she
learned so much. I thank those of you who
have taken special care to befriend Hillary
and to support her. And I thank you espe-
cially for the wonderful welcome you gave
her last week, when she came back here for
the first time as a Senator-to-be.

I thank you all for your prayers and your
welcome to all of us in the storm and sun-
shine of these last 8 years. I will always have
wonderful memories of every occasion where
we passed the peace, for all the people,
young and old, who came up to me and said
a kind word of welcome, to remind me that
no matter what was going on in Washington,
DC, at the moment, there was a real world
out there with real people and real hearts
and minds reaffirming the timeless wisdom
of de Tocqueville’s observation so long ago,
that America is great because America is
good. You cannot imagine the peace, the
comfort, the strength I have drawn from my
Sundays here. I want to thank you for a few
other things.

For the social mission of this church, espe-
cially for your outreach to the homeless,
which I have been honored to support. And
for your constant support of my efforts to
bring peace in the Middle East and Kosovo
and Northern Ireland and the other trouble
spots of the world, where there are people
suffering who have no money or power, too
often overlooked by great nations with great
interests.

I want to thank you for making Foundry
a true community church, welcoming Chris-
tians from all races and all nations with all
kinds of abilities and disabilities, some seen
and some not. I thank you especially for the
kindness and courage of Foundry’s welcome
to gay and lesbian Christians, people who
should not feel outside the family of God.

I thank you for your support for the city
of Washington, for its economic and social
revitalization, which I have done my best to
speed, and for giving its citizens the political
equality and statehood I have always believed
that it deserved, as my license plate shows—
[laughter]—and will for at least a couple
more weeks. [Laughter]

Especially, I would like to thank Reverend
Wogaman for being my pastor and friend,


